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Effects of COVID-19 on the Climate
Introduction
Since last year, 2019, the world has been dealing with a global pandemic, COVID-19. This respiratory disease, caused by the novel coronavirus, has led to changes occurring in all sectors in the society, including the environment in general. To avoid further spread of the virus, the legislatures of the affected states have implemented new laws such as social distancing, city lockdowns, and curfews (Fauci, Lane & Redfield 2020). Most of the enacted laws have led to reduced contact between people and the environment, including normal activities. As a result, the whole scenario has affected the climate globally since over 100 countries have implemented these laws. 
Additionally, the real impact of COVID 19 is evident through a sequential of occurrences. Once the pandemic hit the different countries, the first sector to be affected was the economy and this is because all the enacted laws influenced the general movement of people, while most commute to their workplaces (Fauci, Lane & Redfield 2020). As a result, most people have seized from going to work. Once the economy has been affected, the economic activities carried out by human beings influencing the climate and the environment, in general, have been affected (BORGHESI, 2020). Due to this, COVID 19 has changed the climate negatively. This paper explains the effects of COVID 19 on the climate based on the analysis of secondary data.
Discussion
COVID 19 and the Economy
COVID 19 has resulted in a global financial crisis due to the reduction of productivity. The new implement laws by the affected states have paralyzed the normal movement. Now, most people are advised to work from home with exceptions of healthcare workers to reduce the rate of infections. As a result, those not in a position to work from home are stranded with no ways of earning income. Therefore, the global economy has been negatively affected, which has led to a negative effect on the climate (Araujo & Naimi, 2020). This is because global environmental organizations were in the process of implementing laws and regulations on their member countries to curb the high rates of environmental pollution. 
The highest percentage of this pollution comes from the economic activities carried out by human beings. Therefore, it will pose a significant danger to the climate once people resume working after the pandemic, because then the pollution rates will skyrocket as people try to get back on financial stability. This prediction is based on the occurrence of a similar situation back in 2008. However, during this period, the main issue was the global financial crisis, and after recovery, CO2 emissions increased from 1.4% to 5.9% by 2010 (BORGHESI, 2020). Therefore, this pandemic poses a great danger to the climate and the environment in general.
Halted Climate Actions
Before the global pandemic hit the world, Coronavirus, countries all over the world were becoming aware of their footprints on the environment. Therefore, most of them were in the process of implementing mitigation measures to reduce their footprints and the emission of CO2. However, all these steps towards the reduction of pollution have been stopped by the deadly virus spreading (COVID-19 and the nature trade-off paradigm, 2020). An excellent example of some of these mitigation measures that were in the process of being implemented includes the annual United Nations Climate Summit that was to happen in Glasgow in November. The UN anticipated that the outcome of this meeting would lead to the implementation of favorable laws by the member countries (BORGHESI, 2020). However, due to the social distancing law, the conference has been extended.
Additionally, in the US, municipalities anticipated implementing recycling programs to reduce climate change. However, due to the fear of the spread of the virus, these efforts have been put on hold. As a result, COVID 19 has negatively influenced the implementation of mitigation measures that were in place to reduce climate change primarily since this pandemic occurred during a period when nations were becoming aware of the alarming rate of environmental pollution (Wilkinson & Téllez Chávez, 2020).
Furthermore, other nations, such as the US, were on the road to implement filters, to ensure that the air released to the atmosphere does not have negative impacts on the climate. However, due to COVID 19, these implementations have not yet been adopted. Additionally, the European Union declared its commitment to the Green Deal, which would make it environmentally neutral in a few years. However, due to the virus, very few people have concentrated on adopting the information and guidelines in the Green Deal. Besides, various research studies that were ongoing, related to climate change mitigations slowed down due to the Coronavirus and its infection rate. As a result, some of the results from these studies that were urgent continue to delay while people try to keep safe. An example of these research studies includes the Arctic Research, which was affected after the enacted laws led to the cancellation of flights to the location.
COVID 19 and waste emissions
The laws implemented by authorities to reduce the spread of Coronavirus also contribute to affecting the climate negatively. A good example is the lockdown laws which have restricted people from going on about their business as usual. Now the larger global populations of the world are at home. This has resulted in increased pollution, now more than ever. Therefore, people are managing their wastes individually without following the global laws governing the environment. Specifically, the number of online food purchases have increased since people cannot access their food joints. This has, in turn, increased the number of wrappings as restaurants use them to wrap and transport food. More so, since there is less recycling and the more orders food, the waste of reusable containers increases (COVID-19 and the nature trade-off paradigm, 2020). Also, there’s more burning of fuel during the transportation of these orders, increasing the CO2 content in the atmosphere (BORGHESI, 2020). Additionally, some of the measures adopted by different states, such as sorting wastes have been lifted to reduce the close contact, for example, in Italy. Therefore, staying at home to stay safe from the virus has led to increased wastes from households.
Households are not the only source of increased wastes due to COVID 19, but also the healthcare sector. Due to the nature of the novel Coronavirus, the healthcare sectors globally are now more careful with the tools they use to treat the patients. Therefore, most healthcare workers use masks and gloves that are disposed of after a certain period when they come into contact with the virus patients to avoid transmission (Fauci, Lane & Redfield 2020). This has resulted in increased production of healthcare types of equipment, including gloves and masks that are unrecyclable. Additionally, due to the increased number of COVID 19 cases, more healthcare equipment is being produced and used. Based on the laws and regulations in the healthcare industries, most wastes from these institutions are disposed of via combustion. Therefore, more wastes are burned every day to keep up with the increasing numbers of new infections. Also, the populations are being encouraged to use washable masks to avoid polluting the environment. However, some are still in the use of disposable masks, which adds up to the wastes in general (BORGHESI, 2020). As a result, more harmful gases are being released to the environment, affecting the climate negatively.
Reduced adaptability
Laws enacted to avoid the spread of COVID 19 have left people behind locked doors to avoid social gatherings. As a result, many other sectors have been affected, including response to negative climatic impacts (Wilkinson & Téllez Chávez, 2020). Over time, the occupation of the climatic effects has increased due to the adverse effects on the environment (COVID-19 and the nature trade-off paradigm, 2020). Therefore, during the COVID 19 pandemic, people would not respond as quickly to the occurrence of associated climatic events such as tornadoes and flooding. Thus, the existence of similar circumstances would be hard and not as resilience as they would without the virus, which leaves people and animals vulnerable to disruptions by disasters associated with climate hazards (BORGHESI, 2020). Additionally, in the case of animals, they at the risk of going through wildfires without any help as people implement social distancing. 
Shifted focus from Climate issues to COVID 19
Climate change has resulted in many adverse effects on the general health of human beings and animals too. However, once the novel coronavirus started in China, in 2019, all authorities have shifted their focus from the dangerously increasing pollution levels, which are killing people every day, with most of the respiratory infections being related to air pollution. This has left the issue on climate change on hold while people try to stay safe. According to the UN, a healthy environment has lesser disease cases, because then there are no stimuli to infections (COVID-19 and the nature trade-off paradigm, 2020). However, people are so concerned about the coronavirus, that they fail to focus on the high numbers of people that die from air pollution around the world. Therefore, coronavirus has shifted the focus from climate change that has resulted in changing climate patterns in various places, including the Antarctic, and now people are focusing on staying safe from the virus. Also, the authorities now are focusing on the healthcare sector on cases associated with the infection and not matters related to climate change complications (BORGHESI, 2020). This has negatively affected the climate, because the pollution is still in progress, and some issues related to the environment, are irreversible. Therefore, people should seek to focus on finding mitigation measures and implementing them while keeping safe from the deadly virus.
Although there have been positive impacts of COVID 19 on the climate, almost all of them are not permanent but temporary. An excellent example is the collected information from satellites that indicate a decrease of NO2 over China (BORGHESI, 2020). This is a temporary impact on the environment since once the pandemic is gone, people go back to their typical day to day activities, and the production of harmful gases will continue increasing. Especially since China is one of the developed countries; therefore, industrialization is one of their strongholds. Another example is the information presented by the Ministry of Ecology and Environment of China, which indicates that during this period of this global pandemic, the air is cleaner as when compared to other times. This information is as a result of various things, including the fact that China is treating their environment by spraying to kill the coronavirus, which has proven to survive on surfaces. Therefore, this has a positive effect on human beings and a negative impact on the environment and climate. This is because the chemicals used to kill the virus via spraying are contributing to the harmful gases present in the atmosphere (Vetter, Eckerle & Kaiser, 2020). Therefore, for now, the air seems to be cleansed, however, for how long?

Conclusion
Based on the analysis done, it is apparent that COVID 19 has adverse effects on the climate. More so, due to the changes brought by the virus, the society has been greatly influenced.  An excellent example of these activities includes economic activities that lead to economic growth and this has resulted in decreased economic activities due to social distancing to avoid contracting the virus (Araujo & Naimi, 2020). Therefore, without these commercial activities, there's a reduced pollution rate. However, failure to implement environmental protection laws, then it will be a potential disaster leading to more production of CO2 in the air.
Additionally, COVID 19 has jeopardized the implementation of mitigation measures on the environment to reduce climate change. This is due to the decreased contacts with people. Although, there are positive impacts evident currently, most of them are temporary since people are now staying indoors for fear of the virus. Therefore, once the pandemic is cleared, most people will go back to their old ways of causing environmental pollution. Besides, people should be more aware of their actions and how they affect the environment during the pandemic and after the epidemic.








References
Araujo, M. B., & Naimi, B. (2020). Spread of SARS-CoV-2 Coronavirus likely to be constrainedby climate. medRxiv.
BORGHESI, S. (2020). COVID-19, climate policy and carbon markets. Florence School of Regulations.
COVID-19 and the nature trade-off paradigm. (2020). Retrieved 24 April 2020, from https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/covid-19-and-nature-trade-paradigm
Fauci, A. S., Lane, H. C., & Redfield, R. R. (2020). Covid-19—navigating the uncharted. The New England Journal of Medicine.
Wilkinson, D., & Téllez Chávez, L. (2020). How Covid-19 Could Impact the Climate Crisis. Retrieved 24 April 2020, from https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/16/how-covid-19-could-impact-climate-crisis
Vetter, P., Eckerle, I., & Kaiser, L. (2020). Covid-19: a puzzle with many missing pieces. The New England Journal of Medicine.


